CHAP, vri.]    VOLTAIRE HAS A JEW-LAWSUIT
loth Nov.-asth Dec. 1750]
Document Second In Voltaire's hand, this part ;
"Savoif
a'il tit encore iemj de
declarer lea billets qu'on
a sur la steure.
ti on en sfecifie le numtra
dam la declaration." '
In Hirsch's hand, this part: " Von pent declarer del billets sur la steure, qu'on a en depost en pays etranyer, et dcmt on nepourra lavoir le numero que dans quinze jours ou troie Semaines."J
"If it is atill time to declare " (to announce in Saxony and demand payment for) "Notes one holds on the Steuer? If one is to specify the No. in the Declaration?"
" One can declare Notes on the Steuer, which one holds in deposit in Foreign Countries; and of which one cannot atato the No. till after a fortnight or three weeks."
' Which of these Two was the Serpent, which the Eve, in this Steuer-Schein Tree of Knowledge, that grew in the middle of Paradise, remains entirely uncertain. Hirsch, of course, says it was Voltaire ; Voltaire (not aware that Document Second remained in existence) had denied that his Hirsch business was in any way concerned with Steuer;—and must have been a good deal struck, when Document Second came to light; though what could he do but still deny ! Hirsch asserts himself to have objected the "illegality, the King's anger" ; but that Voltaire answered in hints about his favour with the King ; " about his power to make one H Court-Jeweller," if he liked; and so at last tempted the baby innocence of Hirsch ;—for the rest, admits that the Steuer-Notes were expected to field a Profit of 35 per cent:—and, in fact, a dramatic reader can imagine to himself dialogue enough, at different times, going on, partly by words, partly by hint, innuendo and dumb-show, between this Pair of Stage-Beauties. But for near a fortnight after Document First, there is nothing dated, or that can be clearly believed,—till,
' Monday 23d November 1750. It is credibly certain the Jew Hirsch came again, this day, to the Royal Schloss of Potsdam, to Voltaire's apartment there' (right over head of King Friedrich's, it is !)—'where, after such dialogue as can be guessed at, there was handed to Hirsch by Voltaire, in the form of Two negotiable Bills, a sum of about 2,2601. • with which the Jew is to make at once for Dresden, and buy Steuer-Scheine.2 Steuer-Scheine without fail: " but in talking or corresponding